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Short Questions and Answers 

Q1: What does the poet Robert Frost want to convey through the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Answer: The poet Robert Frost, through his poem ‘Dust of Snow’, wants to convey that the little 

things in life can make huge changes in life. The simple things we do can make all the difference 

and brighten a person’s day. 

 

Q2: How has the poet observed ‘nature’ in the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Answer: Robert Frost is a nature lover. The crow and the hemlock tree are associated with bad 

omens or death and fear. But Frost has presented them very beautifully. They bring cheer to him 

and are a source of joy. Through his poem, he conveys a very strong message that everything 

around us is beautiful. 

 

Question3: “And saved some part of a day, I had rued”. Explain. 

Answer: The poet was feeling depressed and hopeless. So, he was not in a good mood. He was 

standing under a hemlock tree when suddenly a crow shook dust of snow on him. This small and 

simple incident changed his mood. He realised the fact that he was wasting his time and decided to 

enjoy the remaining part of the day. 

 

Question4: Why was the poet standing under the hemlock tree? 

Answer: The poet was feeling very depressed and hopeless. He was in a state of sorrow. As he was 

lost in his thoughts, he happened to be standing under a hemlock tree. The incident was not pre-

planned. 

 

Question5: What difference do you find between Robert Frost and other nature poets? 

Answer: All other nature poets are known for describing the well-known beautiful things. They 

have described nightingale, the cuckoo, the snow-covered mountains etc. But Robert Frost has 

described a crow and a hemlock tree. Secondly, poets make selection from natural things, but Frost 

feels that every object in nature is beautiful. Such a unique thought makes him different from other 

poets. 

 

Long Questions and Answers 

Q1: What are possible themes of this poem? What do you learn from them? 

Answer: Hope is one of the themes in this poem. The speaker happily and quickly decides that the 

day is saved because of the dust of snow that falls on him. He no longer thinks the day is wasted 

and instead has a hope that the day can be saved. Another theme of this poem revolves around the 



positive perspective. The speaker’s perspective is changed by a small event. Perhaps the poem 

implies that we can either think positively or negatively about the events depending on our 

perspectives and points of view. However, we should adopt the speaker’s outlook and maintain a 

positive perspective on life in general. 

 

Question 2: Nature has the power to lift our mood even when we are highly despondent. Comment 

on the basis of your understanding of the poem ‘Dust of Snow’. 

Answer: The poem ‘Dust of Snow’ by Robert Frost is a poem which enlightens us how small things 

of nature can refresh us and cheer us for the rest of the day. Though Frost has beautifully depicted a 

crow and a hemlock tree, both of these are associated with bad-omen and fear. But they have been 

used by the poet Frost to uplift his mood and make him feel positive. Frost’s writing skill as a poet 

lies in the fact that he is able to effectively convey to us how such a thing as the falling of 

snowflakes from the top of tree can have a refreshing effect on the mind of man. So, every aspect of 

nature be it a crow or hemlock tree can be a source of positivity and can be helpful in lifting a 

depressed mind. 

In other words, everything in the world is beautiful. Nature and its creations have the power to 

uplift mood even when we are in depressed state of mind. A small incident of snow falling, that too 

by the action of a crow which is considered a bad omen takes away the pall of sadness from the 

poet’s mind and refreshes him for the rest of the day. 

                                                            POEM-2 FIRE AND ICE 

Short Answer Type Questions  

Q1. For Frost, what do ‘fire’ and ‘ice’ stand for? 

Answer: The word ‘fire’ stands for desire. In the poem, it indicates all types of greed and lust. In 

today’s world, mankind’s greed is endangering the very existence of the planet Earth. The word 

‘ice’ in the poem indicates hatred and indifference which is as cold as ‘ice’. 

Q2. How has Frost brought out the contrasting ideas in the poem? 

Answer: ‘Desire’ propels us in hot pursuit of something, hence, it is compared with fire. ‘Hatred’ 

makes us cold towards other’s feelings. The coldness of ice can numb our senses. Similarly, the 

coldness of our hearts can numb our kindness. That is why ‘hatred’ has been compared with ice. 

Q3. Write down the two different views about the end of the world?    

Answer: There is a debate that is going on about the end of the world. People say that the world will 

end in fire or in ice. World is transitory, nothing is perennial in this universe. 

Q4. How does Robert Frost caution the common man? 

Answer: Man is selfish, avaricious, lustful, indifferent and hateful. Robert Frost cautions the 

common man and says that he should not forget the bitter reality that everything in this world is 

transitory and death is inevitable. 



Q5. Why does the poet hold with those who favour fire? 

Answer: The poet takes side with those who believe that the world will be destroyed by fire. Frost 

connects fire with desire. According to the poet, desire is powerful and would be a quick end. 

Moreover, the fact that he has had personal experience with desire leads him to first conclude that 

the world will end in fire. 

Long Answer Type Questions  

Q 1. Discuss how extreme behaviour can hasten the end of the world with respect to ‘Fire and Ice’.  

Answer: ‘Fire’ symbolises desire and ‘Ice’ symbolises hatred. Desire is a kind of intense love or 

want that focuses people on getting and possessing and acquiring. Our society is full of people who 

spend their lives working to get a bigger and better TV, a more stylish car or a more extravagant 

house. This kind of desire can lead people to destruction in the form of bankruptcy or even broken 

relationships. Frost’s poem speaks on the issue of greed corrupting people and even society. The 

power of hate, which is symbolised by ice is just as great as desire. While desire consumes quickly 

hate produces shy yet restrained devastation. For instance, Kate is the root cause of racism and war. 

It can linger in people’s mind for lifetimes. Moreover, it consumes the hater even more than the 

person hated. It thus, ruins lives. 

Q 2. The poem ‘Fire and Ice’, carries with it very deep thematic ideas. Elaborate on these darkest 

traits of humanity. 

Answer: Frost presents the two of the darkest traits of humanity; the capacity to hate and the 

capacity to be consumed by lust or desire. Of the two, he attributes the greater of the two evils, is 

desire. In giving desire the foremost position with regard to the destruction of the world, Frost is 

providing a powerful statement on the subject of greed and jealousy, saying that above all trait of 

humanity that is most likely to lead to its demise. Desire represents the greatest problem that 

attributes to the cause of the war. Frost then attributes hatred with the same capacity to do harm. 

However, he lessens the relative importance of hatred but still presents it as having the ability to 

lead to the destruction of the world if it were to happen for a second time. 
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